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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type:_ Volume poetry, with Yadollah Royaei standing at its peak, represents one of the most
Research Article

prominent trends in the contemporary Persian poetry, possessing its own distinctive
poetics and audience. The poetic image is a crucial element that Royaei consistently
emphasizes and theorizes. Among the techniques of generating and expanding poetic
imagery, composite artistic figures are of particular significance. These stylistic devices,
which reached their peak of sophistication in the Indian Style and declined during the
Neoclassical (Bazgasht) period, are revived in modern Persian poetry, most remarkably
in the works of Royaei. Employing a descriptive—analytical approach and through a
systematic examination of a corpus of Royaei’s poems, this study explores both the
occurrence and the aesthetic function of composite artistic figures in his poetic imagery,
namely metaphorical-punning kenning, metaphorical kenning, and metaphorical-
punning—simile kenning. The findings indicate that, in Royaei’s poetry, these figures are
not merely ornamental or the residual elements of classical tradition; rather, they function
as active semiotic instruments that reconstruct the relationship between language and
mental perception. The deliberate use of such devices results in a greater structural
complexity of imagery, the expansion of the imaginative field, semantic multi-
layeredness, and the reader’s active participation in the process of forming and extending
poetic meaning. Thus, composite artistic figures in his poems assume a modern and
philosophical role, operating as creative structures that guide the reader toward a

participatory experience of imagination and the discovery of the hidden layers of poetic

imagery.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Yadollah Royaei (1932-2022) is one of the most prominent poets and theoreticians of
“Spasmentalism” (Sher-e Hajm). Among his poetics, the concept of “image” holds a
fundamental position, regarded by him as the cornerstone of poetry. It surpasses metrics
and rhyme and serves as a borderline between poetry and mere verse. The mechanism
he outlines for contemporary imagery is rooted in the “Spasmentalism” manifesto. This
movement transcends three-dimensional space, meeting at a single point of “leaping
over length”, where the Spasmentalist leaves no trace behind, creating a scaffold of
traversed dimensions to guide the reader into the poet’s own imaginative space.
“Composite Artistic Constructs” (Honar-Sazeh-ha-ye Tarkibi) are specific rhetorical
devices within Persian eloquence, categorized into three sub-types including
“Metaphorical-Ambiguous Allusion”, “Metaphorical Allusion”, and “Metaphorical-
Ambiguous-Simile Allusion”. The complexity of a poetic image’s geometry is directly
proportional to the density of these rhetorical constructs. Given Royaei’s emphasis on
“liberating the image from stasis”, “opening new windows to the imagination”, and the
specific mechanism of Spasmentalist imagery, this study investigates whether these
composite constructs contribute to the structural complexity of his images. This inquiry
1s essential, as the relationship between the technical complexity of these constructs and
the obscure, non-populist nature of Spasmentalist imagery remains unexplored in
academic literature.

Methodology

This study utilizes a descriptive-analytical method based on library research to address
three basic questions including a) Do “Composite Artistic Constructs” exist within the
imagery of Royaei’s poetry, or do these traditional literary tools fail to integrate into the
avant-garde framework of Spasmentalism?, b) Do these constructs manifest with their
traditional mechanisms, or do they function differently, akin to Nima Yushij’s poetic
innovations?, and b) What is the function of these constructs, and is there a correlation
between their complexity and the structure of Royaee’s imagery?

Results and discussion

The analysis of Royaei’s imagery demonstrates a significant presence of “Metaphorical-
Ambiguous Allusion” and “Metaphorical Allusion”. A primary function of these
devices is the expansion of the “imaginative aura”, which is a concept Royaei highlights.
According to him, the value of an image lies in the scope of its imaginative halo. This
imaginative expansion renders the imagery fluid and elusive. Furthermore, Royaee
prioritizes a sophisticated readership over a mass audience, inviting the reader to
participate in the poem’s construction. These composite constructs facilitate both
“imaginative depth” and “reader participation” in the formation of the image. They serve
as viable mediums for transcending the literal, offering a sophisticated interplay of
linguistic and semantic elements that leads the audience into the poet’s realm of
imagination.
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Conclusion

As both a poet and a theorist, Royaei elevates the “image” to the equivalent of
“imagination”, grounding an image’s value in the extent of its imaginative aura. By
viewing the image as an extension of imagination, Royaei employs Composite Artistic
Constructs to reconstruct the relationship between language and cognitive perception.
Specifically, these constructs serve as intermediaries between the objective world and
the subjective mind. Although the “Metaphorical-Ambiguous-Simile Allusion” appears
less frequently than other types, it is undeniably present within the geometry of Royaee’s
poetry. While these constructs appear to retain their traditional functions in form (in
comparison to Nima), Royaei elevates them from mere representations of reality to a
stage of “participatory mental experience”. Consequently, these constructs are redefined
within a modern, philosophical framework. Their primary missions include increasing
the structural complexity of the image, expanding the “imaginative aura”, and inviting
the reader to participate in the image’s evolution. Thus, these rhetorical tools serve as
vital bridges, allowing both the poet and the reader to contemplate, co-create, and
witness a new dimension of existence.
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