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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The poetry of Yazd from Farrokhi Yazdi (1889-1939) to Riyazi Yazdi (1911-1982) constitutes
a significant period in the Persian literary history, from the Constitutional Revolution to the
Islamic Revolution. This period reflects profound social, political, and cultural transformations.
The study of poetic influences in the region of Yazd reveals how local poetic production
engages with broader Persian literary tradition while maintaining regional characteristics.

Intertextual features in Yazd poetry, through istigbal/iqtirah (poetic response), tadmin
(quotation), and talmih (allusion), demonstrate poets' conscious or unconscious engagement
with literary predecessors. According to Genette's transtextuality theory, these relations
manifest "hypertextual" connections where later works derive from and transform earlier ones.
The linguistic dimensions of this influence reveal tensions between preserving classical
language and adopting contemporary norms.

The research questions include a) Which classical and contemporary poets most significantly
influenced Yazd poetry?, b) Through what formal and thematic mechanisms did this influence
manifest?, and ¢) What are the linguistic characteristics of this influence, and how do they
reflect attitudes toward tradition and innovation?

Method

This research employed an analytical-descriptive method combined with intertextual analyses.
The primary sources included the anthologies of prominent Yazd poets from 1941 to 1981, such
as Reza Pahlavan-Nasir, Kazim Halabi-Kar, Muhammad-‘Ali Riyazi, ‘Abbas Forat, Nasir Turk,
‘Abd al-Husayn Jalaliyan, and Sayyid Hasan Shukaihi. The corpus consisted of selected poems
demonstrating intertextual engagement with previous traditions.

The analyses are structured around three axes including a) identification of poetic currents
and categorization into tradition-oriented traditionalists versus tradition-oriented modernists, b)
examination of intertextual relations through istigbal/iqtirah, tadmin, and talmih, and c)
linguistic analysis focusing on lexical choices, syntactic structures, and poetic compounds.

The theoretical framework draws upon Bakhtin's dialogism and Genette's transtextuality,
incorporating traditional Persian rhetorical categories to ground analysis within the native
critical tradition.

Results and discussion

The findings reveal a clear predominance of classical over contemporary influences. Among
classical poets, Hafiz and Sa‘'di emerge as most frequently referenced, followed by Sa’ib
Tabrizi, Bidil Dihlawi, Nasir Khusraw, and Ibn-i Hisam Khisfi. The influence manifests
through various formal mechanisms.

Istigbal/Iqtirah: Numerous poetic responses to classical verses demonstrate strong
commitment to formal continuity. The responses generally preserve meter, thyme, and often
the *radif* (refrain). ‘Al Baqirzada's response to Hafiz maintains emotional register with
minimal changes. Success varies in this regard; some achieve originality through altered
imagery or thematic shifts, while others remain strictly imitative.

Tadmin: Incorporating verses or hemistiches from earlier poets appears in forms ranging
from simple quotation to elaborate mukhammas (quintains). Riyazi's transformation of a Hafiz
panegyric into religious poetry exemplifies creative adaptation of classical material to new
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thematic contexts. Notably, Pahlavan-Nasir's quotation of Akhavan-i Salis's modernist lines in
a ghazal demonstrates a bridge between classical form and modernist content.

Talmih: Allusions to classical poetry, particularly Hafiz, are pervasive, ranging from direct
references to poetic images (such as "Wadi-yi Khamiishan"/Valley of the Silent) to subtle
evocations. Jalaliyan's allusions demonstrate sophisticated dialogic relationships where the later
poet interprets and extends earlier meanings. This practice serves both aesthetic and identity-
forming functions, positioning contemporary poets in the Persian literary tradition.

Linguistic Analysis: A clear division emerges between groups. Tradition-oriented
traditionalists employ archaic vocabulary including old prepositional forms (*andar* for
*dar*), contracted forms (*z* for *az*, *gar* for *agar®*), rare lexical items (*visaq®,
*tatayyur*, *tatarruq*), archaic verbal forms (*nayT* for *nistt*, *astt* for *hast1*), and poetic
compounds reminiscent of classical usage (*sang-i kin*, *khama-yi mishatta*, *nuh-taq-i
falak*).

In contrast, tradition-oriented modernists demonstrate concerted efforts to modernize the
poetic language, eliminating archaic elements in favor of contemporary standard Persian. This
language shift accompanies thematic innovation addressing social and political issues. Shams
Kasma'i, as a pioneer of modernist poetry in Yazd, innovated in both poetic form and language,
composing poems with irregular line lengths and disrupted rhyme schemes. Such practices
predate Nima Yishij's formal innovations and suggest Yazd engaged with broader currents of
poetic modernity in Iran.

Conclusion

The poetry of Yazd between 1941 and 1981 represents a significant chapter in Persian regional
literature, demonstrating a complex interplay between tradition and innovation. The research
establishes that Yazdi poets, while predominantly oriented toward classical models, did not
simply reproduce past styles but engaged in dynamic dialogues with their literary heritage.

Preference for classical poets, particularly Hafiz, over contemporaries reflects deep-rooted
literary consciousness, positioning the poets in an authoritative Persian tradition. This
orientation provided aesthetic guidance, established continuity with the cultural past, and
conferred legitimacy on poetic productions. However, it also limited innovation, as most
traditionalist poets remained stuck on the parameters established by predecessors.

The emergence of "tradition-oriented modernists" indicates significant development. These
poets maintained formal commitments to classical prosody and poetic genres while introducing
contemporary linguistic norms and addressing current social and political concerns. The poetry
of Riza Pahlavan-Nasir and Kazim Halabi-Kar, along with Shams Kasma't's formal
innovations, demonstrates Yazd poetry's capacity for evolution and adaptation to the changing
cultural circumstances.

The linguistic dimension is particularly significant. A gradual shift from archaic to
contemporary language reflects broader changes in the Persian literary culture, where classical
poetic language was increasingly perceived as unsuitable for addressing modern sensibilities.
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This linguistic modernization, combined with thematic innovations, enabled Yazd poets to
participate in national literary conversations while maintaining their regional identity.

In conclusion, Yazd poetry in this period should be understood as a field of negotiation
between "fidelity" and "experience", where tradition serves not as an obstacle to innovation but
as a cultural foundation for movement toward new horizons. The intertextual relations
identified demonstrate the vitality of Persian literary tradition in the provinces, where local
poets engage with the central canon while developing distinctive voices. This study contributes
to broader understanding of how regional Persian poetries interact with the national literary
tradition, revealing patterns of influence and innovation that enriched the Persian poetry in the
modern era
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