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Abstract

The present study aims to introduce retrospection as one of the components
of nostalgia in Paradise Lost by analyzing the discourse that dominated the
political and literary atmosphere from 1941 to 1953. For this purpose, nine
narratives, including eight short narratives by Sadegh Hedayat, Sadegh
Choobak, and Ebrahim Golestan, were selected due to their socialist and
critical nature from the collections "Sag-e Velgard", "Kheymeh Shab Bazi"
and "Azar, the Last Month of Autumn", as well as "Bahar-e Omr", a critical
narrative by Mohammad Masoud. These texts were studied and examined.
The research findings indicate that the “paradise lost” in critical socialist
narratives is in clear contrast to party narratives. While party narratives
present a futuristic image of a classless society by emphasizing collective
ideals, revolutionary spirits, and hope for the future. Critical narratives
describe an individual that is experienced and nostalgic of paradise that is
filled with despair, dissatisfaction, and passivity. In these narratives, the
expression of dissatisfaction with the existing conditions and government
policies is manifested in four ways: temporal and subjective retrospection,
spatial retrospection and reconstruction, archaism or antiquarianism, and
criticism of authoritarian and superficial modernity. While using these
components to paint a static, hopeless, fatalistic image of the characters,
dominated by invisible networks of power, the authors criticize the
authoritarian modernization of the first Pahlavi period and instill in the
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audience the implicit ideology of returning to oneself in the form of a
mechanism or returning to the past.

Keywords: Contemporary fiction, Discourse analysis, Critical socialism,
Paradise lost, Hindsight.

1. Introduction

Nostalgia, as a psychological phenomenon, is a longing for an idealized
past that is intensified in the face of present disappointments. In the
historical context of the 1940s and 1950s in Iran, which witnessed profound
socio-political transformations following the fall of the Reza Shah regime
and the occupation of the country by the Allies, this phenomenon found a
distinctive expression in narrative literature. The research question of the
present study is ‘how nostalgic themes in the selected works of the
intellectual movement, including eight short stories by Sadegh Hedayat,
Sadegh Chubak, and Ebrahim Golestan, from the collections of "The Stray
Dog" "Shadow Play", and "Azar, the Last Month of Autumn" as well as
"The Spring of Life" by Mohammad Masoud, are employed as a literary
strategy for social criticism and expressing of the gap between past ideals
and unpleasant present realities’.

Considering the position of all the works examined in this research,
which fall within the realm of critical socialist literature, the main objective
of the study is to explore the functions of nostalgia as a tool for social
critique in these texts.

2. Methodology

In order to achieve the research objective, which is to explore the functions
of nostalgia as a tool for social critique in narrative texts, nine selected
narratives from the aforementioned authors are examined and analyzed
using a qualitative content analysis approach and relying on theoretical
frameworks of nostalgia:

The narratives based on critical socialism published by Sadegh Hedayat,
Sadegh Chubak, Ebrahim Golestan, and Mohammad Masoud from 1941 to
1953 are also re-examined here. After providing definitions of some related
concepts and looking at the situational context and the prevailing discourse



in the literary space of this period, the narratives under study are introduced,
and the way these components are reflected in them is analyzed.

3. Results and discussion

In literature, nostalgia refers to a style of writing in which the poet or writer
depicts an idealized past in a wistful manner. According to Forrest,
nostalgia is the longing for what has been lost and a complaint about the
present in contrast to the past.

The rapid industrial and cultural advancements are among the most
important factors contributing to nostalgia and the emergence of nostalgic
feelings in contemporary works. Romantic-like plots, extensive
storytelling, archaism or antiquarianism, mythologizing, and a return to
utopian thoughts can be considered some of the characteristics of nostalgic
discourse in literary works. This research seeks to answer the following
questions:

a) What role does nostalgia play in the critical socialist narratives of the
1940s and 1959s to criticize the dominant discourse of the first Pahlavi era?

b) How does the contrast between the "ideal past" and the "undesirable
present" in these works reflect the socio-political conditions of that period?

4. Conclusion

The lost paradise mentioned in the narratives of critical socialism, in
contrast to political and party narratives, which yearn for the achievement
of that collective ideal accompanied by revolutionary spirits, hope for the
future, and the formation of a classless socialist society, is an individual
paradise experienced, lost, nostalgic, and accompanied by despair,
dissatisfaction, passivity, and inaction. In the narratives examined in this
research, the nostalgias, although of an individual nature, symbolize social
nostalgia that is employed to express dissatisfaction with the existing
conditions and governing policies in a traditional society with a class-
based structure. This is manifested in four ways including a) temporal and
mental retrospection, b) spatial retrospection and reconstruction, c)
archaism or antiquarianism, and d) criticism of authoritarian and
superficial modernity.In fact, by using the mechanism of nostalgia and
recalling the good old days, the authors have recommended an implicit
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discourse of returning to oneself as a means for fictional characters to
escape from the current difficult conditions.

This helps to find a way out of the prevailing unfavorable political and
social circumstances. In contrast, the modernist discourse has been deemed
incompatible with the Iranian society and has been criticized. The wistful
gaze at the past and resorting to the mechanism of return reflect the bleak
and hopeless perspective of the writers and their conservative approach in
presenting their political-critical ideology. In fact, in the reviewed
narrative texts, the writers seek to make the audience face the values and
relations prevailing in the society, prompting them to reflect. As a result,
the characters in these narratives are static, hopeless, and fatalistic
individuals, shaped by invisible networks of power into obedient and
submissive beings who cannot envision freedom and liberation from the
clutches of Reza Khan's exploitation. Such beings are always nostalgic and
have a regretful gaze towards a paradise they have lost.
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V)ldeological view
Y)Populism
) Party orientation
¢ )Critical Discourse Analysis

o) Text.
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1) Background.
v)Situational context.
A) Flash Back
4) Archaism
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