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Abstract

The school or method of phenomenology, with the fundamental change it
created in the interpretation and understanding of philosophy, culture,
literature, politics, science and art, caused thinkers to leave the habitual
view and repeated analyzes and by suspending the reading of texts through
institutionalized traditions. And from the perspective of others, it provided
the ground for new perceptions of concepts and intellectual and practical
currents. The Qalandariyya school, with its various phenomena and special
neomas, has many complexities and ambiguous points. This mystical
school is often discussed, interpreted and analyzed through the eyes of
others and historical knowledge, and its intuitive and sensory aspects have
been ignored.Phenomenology, by suspending previous knowledge and
placing the natural view based on historical knowledge in parentheses,
provides a kind of sensory and intuition-based view to look at this mystical
school and sect, through which we can also understand some of He
understood the neglected aspects of this intellectual and practical flow with
a sensory and direct view, and he understood the same type of Qalandran's
view of existence and mystical issues that provide the reasons for
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distinguishing this sect from other mystical sects. The current research has
explained this cult based on the phenomenological method with the library
method and qualitative content analysis and has come to the conclusion that
Qalandari's poetry is descriptive in nature. Qalandarsara poets have their
own definitions of mysticism. The purpose of this school is to fight against
the Riyazdeh society and the false and holy claimants. The Qalandariyya
school has a contradiction between claims and actions.

Keywords: phenomenology, mysticism, Qalandriya, holy and unholy,
Husserl.

1. Introduction

Although many valuable studies have addressed Qalandariyya mysticism,
there are still hidden and unknown aspects of this mystical movement that
can be revealed and explained by applying new philosophical theories and
critical perspectives. The phenomenological school or method, leading to
significant developments in the interpretation and understanding of
philosophy, culture, literature, politics, science, and art in the West in the
two last centuries, caused thinkers to leave the habitual perspectives and
repetitive and ineffective analyses of various texts. Using its unique
methodology, this school of thought addressed epistemological issues and
suspended the reading of texts through institutionalized traditions and
others’ perspectives, paving the way for new perceptions of concepts and
intellectual and practical movements that are created through their various
manifestations. Mysticism in general and the Qalandari school in particular
have various dimensions and it is not possible to come to an understanding
of all these dimensions. Thus, following their unique perspective,
researchers have addressed and interpreted certain aspects of this
phenomenon. By suspending the previous knowledge and focusing the
natural perspective based on historical knowledge, phenomenological
knowledge proposes a kind of intuitive and sensory perspective to address
various phenomenal effects of a phenomenon or subject and reach
transcendental and pure knowledge.



2. Methodology

The present study described and explained the fundamental concepts used
in phenomenology and categorized the principles of Qalandariyya and its
poetic themes. Afterward, using a comparative-analytical method and
qualitative content analysis, the mystical themes explained and redefined
by Qalandars were investigated with a phenomenological approach.

3. Results and discussion

In phenomenology, direct and non-mediated descriptions of experiences
are considered very important. Through phenomenological descriptions, it
is possible to directly and intuitively observe phenomena. Qalandariyya
poets often use descriptive and pictorial expressions instead of explanatory
and argumentative expressions, and instead of explaining the customs or
principles governing the lifestyle and conduct of Qalandariyya and turning
to descriptive or logical statements, they describe their situation. These
poetic descriptions rely on the audience's schemas and their knowledge and
cognitive awareness. On the other hand, the reader is free to reach a unique
perception and interpretation of poems. According to Qalandariyya and all
mystics, this descriptive perspective entails living in the moment and
enjoying one’s life.

Phenomenology follows a subjectivity-free approach and denies
oversimplification as a principle assuring a sound understanding of
phenomena. The poets who follow a Qalandari style are trying to open a
new horizon for their audience by constantly redefining mystical terms and
pursuing a judgment-free perspective, to make it possible for them to see
the truth hidden in the dust of historical and conventional understanding
directly and without involving their presumptions. They devalue the
accepted values of the community and give credit to anti-values to break
the taboo. Thus, throughout history, Qalandars have been viewed from two
opposite perspectives: A group of people blame them but they are admired
by permissive people who do not adhere to strict religious and social norms.
The first perspective takes them to the highest level of the relationship
between man and God, and the second perspective lowers them to the
lowest lustful wanderers of their time. Sanai, Attar, Hafez, and many other
poets have looked at this sect from the first perspective to get released from
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preconceptions. However, the people of Sharia generally looked at the
Qalandarians from the second perspective and condemned them.
Qalandars have often focused on the social aspect of mysticism and Sufism.
According to them, one of the serious social harms is “pretending to be
faithful” or “absence of sincerity in action”, which they interpret as
ostentations and hypocrisy.

By denying their apparent character and attributing negative traits to
themselves and pretending to be immoral and infamous, Qalandars
provoked public criticism and mistrust against themselves to cause the
pretension and hypocrisy that had penetrated the community to be
disregarded by the people.

Phenomenological suspension enables us to understand phenomena
intuitively and immediately without the involvement of our
presuppositions. Qalandars' anti-habitualism in its true sense is nothing but
the suspension of prior knowledge of apparently known subjects.

4. Conclusion

Many hidden and unknown dimensions of Qalandariyya can be understood
by applying new philosophical theories, including the phenomenological
perspective and approach. Qalandariyya's mystical movement has several
phenomena. Thus, throughout the history of Islamic Sufism, Qalandariyya
is sometimes considered a positive trend and sometimes a decadent school.
The fight against hypocrisy and pretensions is the central signifier of all the
themes in Qalandari poetry. Instead of explaining the customs or principles
governing the lifestyle and conduct of Qalandariyya followers and turning
to descriptive or logical propositions, they describe their situation and
prefer descriptive expressions over explanatory expressions. The use of a
fictional structure makes the poets of Qalandariyya connect with mystical
subjects intuitively and in a contemplative way and puts the reader in a pure
and original association with the subject. By constantly redefining mystical
terms, they are trying to open a new horizon for their audience so that they
can understand the truth hidden in the dust of historical and conventional
understanding directly. Qalandars believe that the truth of mysticism should
be understood beyond language games and hypocritical behavioral
displays. They have redefined mysticism and the true meaning of



mysticism by substituting unholy words for sacred words and paying
attention to meaning instead of words, and esotericism instead of
externalism.
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