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Abstract

The Ajayeb Al-makhlooghat and Gharayeb Al-mowjoodat was written by
Mohammad bin Mahmoud bin Ahmad Tousi in the 6 century AH. It has
ten major chapters that narrate wonderful phenomena, events and creatures.
The present study is a descriptive-analytic review of the persuasion
techniques in this work to show how the author introduces ideologies, and
the wonders of creation. It is shown that the author relies on allegorical
stories and parables from the holy book to justify the strange phenomena in
this world. The results indicate that the author refers to verses in the holy
book to relate religion to science. The references to wonderful features of
rocks and plants, strange animal behaviors, and extraordinary events are
intertwined with the author’s ideological and propagandic beliefs, revealing
the didactic nature of the work. In fact, the author uses cosmologic and
ideologic orientation to persuade his readers to reflect on creation and the
Creator.
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1. Introduction

Wonders of Creation and Oddities of Existence, written by Mohammad bin
Mahmoud bin Ahmad Tousi, is an example of the eloquent prose of Persian
literature from the sixth century AH. It is written with the aim of
familiarizing readers with the wonders of the world. The book consists of
ten chapters, each with stories, most of which have a religious theme. This
indicates that these narratives are presented in line with the author's goal of
reflecting on divine creations. In literary works, logical argumentation is a
rare phenomenon. However, literary discourse resorts to argumentation
when it is due, particularly in texts that have ideological orientations. There
exists a specific genre in literary works including legends and wonder
books. At the first glance, it may seem that myths and strange tales and
wonders of creation serve merely as entertainment. However, beneath the
surface of these narratives lie emotional, ideological, and sometimes
propagandistic objectives. Overall, the difficulty in conceiving and
believing these extraordinary wonders compels the narrators of these tales
to resort to various tools.

2. Methodology

This research delves into the existing sources, particularly works related to
logical methods and implications, and uses a documentary-library method.
The aim of the present study is to demonstrate the narrator’s ability to
articulate thoughts and ideas, introduce the wonders of creation, and,
ultimately, how persuasive techniques are used to engage the audience.

3. Results and discussion

Wonders of Creation and Oddities of Existence contains astonishing
themes, and the author seeks to provide reasons for his narrative.
Recounting the tales, referencing the words of great figures, invoking
verses and traditions, and presenting the results of certain experiences are
all done in such a way as to prepare the audience to accept these wonders.
The author resorts to argumentation and justification for what he presents,
sometimes drawing upon Quranic verses and hadiths and at times
employing logical methods such as analogy, metaphor, and induction. It is



essential to note that, within the author's intellectual framework, the
acceptance of the miracles of prophets and imams, as well as the miracles
of saints, is considered self-evident.

This study shows that the author's argumentation throughout the book
clearly demonstrates what his goal is by adopting such a method; indeed,
he aims to achieve a certain understanding of the world and its Creator.
Thus, the important research questions are ‘what elements and methods has
the author employed in his book to persuade the audience?’” and ‘what
objectives does he pursue through these arguments?’

The present research is the first attempt to examine the methods of
argumentation in wonder books, with a focus on Wonders of Creation and
Oddities of Existence by Mohammad bin Mahmoud Tousi. In this study,
the author's arguments to justify and convince the audience are presented
in three main sections including a) ideological argumentation, b) logical
argumentation, and c) indirect argumentation.

It can be said that the most significant and compelling evidence that the
author uses to deal with the wonders and marvels is derived from the Quran.
From the author's perspective, the wonders that are affirmed by the Quran
and the corresponding narratives are considered very typical and
acceptable. The author does not compel the reader to accept extraordinary
occurrences; rather, he aims to a) invite the audience to reflect on matters
of existence, b) remind them of things they may have forgotten or hastily
overlooked, and c¢) encourage them to reach a knowledge or experience that
could enhance their understanding of phenomena, the unknown, and
different realms of thought.

4. Conclusion

An important point made in this research is that the author does not merely
recount wonders; he also intends to guide the audience through reasoning
and premises so as to help them avoid mistakes and errors in thinking and
deduction. In terms of techniques, the author employs logical
argumentation techniques, including metaphor, analogy, and induction in
the order of frequency. The author's metaphors consist of simple issues. In
terms of analogy and induction, the author draws upon ideologies,
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indicating that the argumentation and reasoning in this book mainly regard
devotional matters rather than rational issues.

The author also utilizes arguments that are biased and purposeful, which
often reflect his own subjective interpretations or personal insights; they
may not always be acceptable to the audience. These arguments are, of
course, general judgments that serve as premises for analogies.
Additionally, they occasionally consist of specific issues that serve as
premises for induction and metaphor. They can be categorized into well-
known types such as accepted, imagined, presumed, and suspected.
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