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Abstract

Motif is a widely used terms in the field of literature and art, the most
important characteristic of which is repetition. This repetition is sometimes
conscious and sometimes unconscious in artistic and literary works. There
are many motifs in Persian poetry and prose that have played a key role in
the compilation and processing of stories with various themes.
Unfortunately, they have not been read and compared as they should be.
The motif of ‘Putting out the eyes and sending them to the lover’ is the one
repeated in several stories in the Persian literature. In this article, an attempt
1s made to first define this motif and then analyze it with some examples in
the Persian literature. In the analysis, attention has been paid to the
characters, time and place of the motif, and the imaginary used in it. An
attempt is also made to give the history of this motif and its usage up to the
present.

Keywords: Motif, Putting out the eyes, Hasan Basri, Otba ibn Gholam,
Anoushirvan.

1. Introduction

In the works of Persian language and literature, one can find countless
images whose main focus is the same despite the differences in details.
These images, which are sometimes seen in prose stories and sometimes in
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poetic ones, were created by different poets and writers with different goals.
Then, through some changes, the images took on a more complete form and
finally, with the genius of a writer or poet, reached the stage of immortality.

It is true that the literary taste of the society sometimes played a role in the
evolution of an image, but the main role was played by the writers and
poets. The image of ‘Putting out the eyes and sending them to the lover’ is
an image that can be seen in several stories. The main core of this image is
about a king or a young man who falls in love with a beautiful woman at a
glance. After she rejects his request, he insistently tries to extinguish the
fire of his lust. In order to preserve her chastity and not commit a sin, the
woman removes her eyes, which have fascinated the king or young man,
and sends them to him. This woman's behavior causes the king or the young
man to be punished and ultimately leads to his repentance.

2. Methodology

The motif ‘Putting out the eyes and sending them to the lover’ is repeated
in several stories in the Persian literature. This article first defines this motif
and then analyzes it with examples in the Persian literature. In this analysis,
attention is paid to the characters, time and place of the motif, and the
images used in it. Also, the history of this motif and its use up to the present
are examined.

3. Results and discussion
In the image of ‘Putting out the eyes and sending them to the lover, which
has been examined in eight Persian prose and poetic stories, seven common
propositions can be observed, including a man falling in love with a woman
at the first glance, the woman not accepting the man's love, the man
insisting on his request and trying to reach the woman in any possible way,
the woman asking which part of hers caused this love, in response, the man
mentioning the woman's eyes as the reason for his love, the woman taking
out her eyes and sending them to her lover, and the man feeling sorry for
the woman's behavior.

Within the scope of the authors' search, the motif of ‘Putting out the eyes
and sending them to the lover’ is found in eight Persian works. In addition,



three are poems and five are written in prose. The oldest Persian source in
which this motif is found is from the 5th century AH and the book of Pand-
e Piran (advice of elders). The last time, this motif was written in the form
of an elegy during the Qajar era. Three anecdotes from the total of
anecdotes that contain this motif can be seen in the books Pand-e Piran,
Tadkerat al-Awlia (saints’ lives) and Montakhab-e Ronagh al-Majales. All
the three books were written in the Sth to 7th centuries AH and in the genres
of mysticism and Sufism. Therefore, it can be said that this motif first
appeared in books on mysticism and Sufism, then entered other books, and
finally took an independent form. Tadkerat al-Awlia is the shortest story,
and Falling in Love with Khosrow Anoushirvan is the longest story in which
this motifis narrated. Also, it should be said that this motif was first written
in a simple and uncomplicated prose, and then poets such as Amir
Khosrow-e Dehlavi and Khalil-e Shirazi turned it into poetry. After that, an
unknown author, apparently belonging to the 11th century AH, wrote
another text on this motif with an imaginative language and full of
metaphors in prose. Finally, an unknown author of elegies in the Qajar era,
using Khalil Shirazi's Masnavi, composed this poem into a long play.

There are two main characters in the motif of ‘Putting out the eyes and
sending them to the lover’, including a man in love and a chaste woman. In
three stories, the man in love is among the mystics and elders of the Tariqat.
Among the remaining four stories, which were created after the 7th century
AH, the man in love has appeared in the form of the king. The oldest source
in which the main hero appears in the character of a king is the story of the
Matla al-Anwar. Apparently, Amir Khosrow Dehlavi or another person
whom Amir Khosrow had in mind while composing his story, noticed a
weakness in the plot of the story and then tried to replace the character of
the king with an ascetic or a Sufi according to his taste. Another main
character of motif is a chaste woman whose fate does not end in the same
way in all the stories given. In these stories, the fate of the woman in its
course of time goes from blindness and death to an unknown end and finally
to survival and healing.

Place and time have no prominent role in this motif. The location of the
incident in the city of Basra is explicitly mentioned only in the Montakhab-
e Ronagh al-Majales. In the stories with Anoushirvan, we can consider the
place of the event to be Madaen or, more specifically, the city of Ctesiphon,
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the capital of the Sassanid Empire, based on the context of the words.
Regarding the time of the accident, the situation is the same, and it is not
possible to correctly identify the time of the incident. In the anecdotes given
in the Montakhab-e Ronagh al-Majales, Tadkerat al-Awlia and Jawame al-
Hekayat (collection of stories), due to the presence of Hasan Basri and Otba
ibn Gholam, the time of the anecdote is considered to be the first and second
centuries AH. In the stories where Anoushirvan's footprints are seen, the
time of the incident is related to the reign of Khosrow Anoushirvan (579-
531 AD).

Although the imaginary in the motif of ‘Putting out the eyes and sending
them to the lover’ is not used in Sufi and mystical texts, it has found a
prominent role in the Masnavi of Khalil-e Shirazi and the story of a brave
woman, which were apparently created after the 8th century AH. In the
meantime, it seems that Khalil-e Shirazi has achieved more success than
the unknown author of the story of a brave woman. Finally, in the Qajar
Majles of Taziye, once again imaginary has no place; it must be said that
the author of the elegy tried to promote the political and religious ideology
of the Qajar dynasty; thus, in this work, he was more about to convey his
message and advice to the audience. The language is simple with no
conceptual complication.

4. Conclusion

By examining the motif of ‘Putting out the eyes and sending them to the
lover’, it was found that it first appeared in a mystical text, apparently
belonging to the fifth century AH and finally in an elegy, ignoring the poem
of Moheb Shoshtari. It was also used during the Qajar dynasty. Motif
characters have undergone many changes in a historical course. The
character of the lover, who was first introduced in the text of Pand-e Piran
as an anonymous young individual, appeared in later literary works in the
form of historically real characters such as Hasan Basri, Otba ibn Gholam
and Khosrow Anoushirvan Adel. The end of the beloved's personality has
also changed in this historical course, proceeding from death to healing by
the Prophet of Islam. The imaginary in this motif also had a simple
application in the first texts, and, with the passage of time, it took on a more



complex and artificial form. Moreover, it became clear that the main pillars
of this motif are seven propositions repeated in all the given anecdotes.

The existence of proverbs among the Arabic verses is one of the
prominent features of the book. Also, the index, as well as the historical,
social, and political events, and the Arabs’ beliefs have been expressed in
this work. Therefore there are themes, such as, the generosity of Hatim
Ta'ei, the oratorship of Sahban Wael, the praise of Al-Qaem be Amrellah,
the appearance of the Holy Zahra (P.B.U.H.) into the women's assembly
with a special dress, the dignity of Al-e-Mohallab, breaking allegiance and
women's disloyalty, patience, trustin God, the hope for relief, and mistrust
to the times.
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