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Abstract

‘Heroes of Stalingrad’ by Shahryar is a relatively long poem that can be
discussed from different viewpoints. However, it has remained far from the
interest of contemporary literary scholars. This article seeks to use a trans-
textual approach to criticize the poem and consider it from a new
perspective. Before discussing the issue, firstly, we raise the reason for
critics' conscious neglect of this poem, and then we examine the intertextual
relationships and hidden texts in the poem according to Gérard Genet's five
aspects and through a descriptive-analytical method. In this trans-textual
analysis, it is concluded that ‘Heroes of Stalingrad’ has greatly benefited
from the poetry of previous poets. The source of Shahryar's inspiration in
this poem is the Iranian epic tradition. The central metaphor of the dragon,
which is used for the German army, strongly links the spirit of the poem to
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. Despite it, Shahryar has not achieved much success
in his imitation of the epic tone. In the creation of this poem, Shahryar has
also considered the relatively new epic poems of Vahid Dastgerdi and
Malek al-Shoara Bahar after the constitution, as well as several works about
the Battle of Stalingrad written by leftists in the middle of the twenties.
Shahryar composed this poem under the influence of the leftist atmosphere
after the end of World War II, and, until the end of his life, he avoided
giving any explanation about it.
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1. Introduction

The Heroes of Stalingrad is considered as one of Shahriar's most important
poems. However, compared to brilliant poems such as "Raz and Niaz",
"Two Heavenly Birds" and "Delirious Delusion", this poem has received
less attention from critics. The main reason for this deliberate neglect is
perhaps the poet's own regret and distance from the prevailing attitude of
the poem. In the early twenties, the Tudeh Party held a prominent position
in the political arena, and the ideals advocated by this political party had
fascinated many young reformists. Poets, writers and other members of the
society who sought progress and well-being tried to reinforce the party and
displayed their sympathy for it. In line with the social issues in that era,
Shahryar made efforts resulting in the creation of two poems "Heroes of
Stalingrad" and "Imaginary Journey to the Soviet Union". These mild
reactions seemed significant enough from a literary point of view to remain
in the poet's repertoire over the subsequent decades.

A few years before the military coup in August 1953, Shahryar pulled
away from the Tudeh Party's policies. Observing the political events in
Azerbaijan in the years 1945-1946 was of effects on this reassessment. His
national attachment and religious moods prevented his intellectual
closeness to the Tudeh Party. One reason as why critics underestimate this
poem is its weaknesses. The failure of this poem compared to Shahriar's
great works lies in his lyrical mentality; he is actually a master of romance.
However, in this poem, he forcefully entered the epic field, and, despite his
efforts, he could not fulfill it very well. The present research seeks to
answer the questions ‘To what extent and how is the Heroes of Stalingrad
intertextually related to other works?’ and ‘How did the situational context
of composing the poem affect this intertextual relationship?’

2. Methodology

This article examines the intertextual links in the poem ‘Heroes of
Stalingrad’ written by Mohammad Hossein Shahriar based on the ideas of
Gérard Genet. The main hypothesis of the research is that Shahriar was
influenced by the literary tradition of Iran's past while composing this poem
and was also inspired by some works of his time. Moreover, this poem has
been able to influence the literature of the Holy Defense to some extent.



3. Results and discussion

The meaning of each text is formed by other texts. Knowing the origins of
a text helps to understand and interpret it. In order to understand a work,
one must first determine its relationship with the texts before and after it.
To analyze the poetry of the Heroes of Stalingrad, we also need such studies
to determine how its structure was created, what texts are hidden in it, and
in what context it should be read. The theory of "intertextuality
relationships" was presented coherently in the sixties by Julia Kristeva. She
was a semiotician and came to literary criticism from the science of
semiotics. She considered a text as a network of signs. According to her,
"every work is a form of the known and unknown centers of our culture"
(Ahmadi, 2010: 327). Kristeva was influenced by Mikhail Bakhtin's theory
of "conversational logic" in developing the theory of "intertextuality".
Bakhtin believed that, in the novels of writers like Dostoyevsky, different
voices can be heard. These voices talk together in the text and heart of the
novel. According to the "theory of intertextuality", texts are not produced
in a vacuum and suddenly; rather, authors create them in line with past
texts. Heroes of Stalingrad, as one of Shahriar's poems, is a relatively long
poem that can be viewed from different viewpoints. However, it has failed
to be explored by contemporary researchers. This article aims to cast a new
look at the poem and critique it using the trans-textual approach.

4. Conclusion

Every text is formed with materials from past and contemporary texts. In
the present study, Shahriar's poem ‘Heroes of Stalingrad’ and its
transtextual links are explored in the five domains introduced by Gerard
Genet. In this transtextual analysis, the results obtained are as follows:

a. Considering explicit intertextuality, the poet has adopted a verse from
Sa’di. The quotation marks around it denote that the poet has adopted it.

b. Regarding the implied intertextuality of Shahryar’s poem, there are hints
such as the drowning of an Iranian girl in the Volga River. The indirect
intertextuality of the text alludes to Noah's storm, Nadir Shah's bravery, the
conquest of Khaybar Castle by Imam Ali (pbuh), and the snatching of the
crown from between two lions.
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c. The title of the poem reveals the low tendency of the poet for leftist
thoughts.

d. The inclusion of the poem in the section of Shahriar school of thoughts
indicates that it is composed in romanticism.

e. Ali Shahandeh is the author of the introduction. This shows that Shahriar
benefits from his tolerant spirits and responds to the inflammations of the
time by converging with the independent and Iran-friendly spectrum of the
Tudeh Party.

f. Until the end of his life, Shahryar regretted his mild tendencies towards
the Tudeh Party; he never mentioned this poem in his interviews.

g. The central metaphor of the dragon used in this poem to represent the
German army strongly connects the spirit of the poem to the epic tradition
and Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.

h. Heroes of Stalingrad, as a literary work, is categorized as an epic. It is a
modern and historical genre with a structure different from classic epics.
Shahriar’s attempt to capture the epic tone was not very successful.

i. When creating this poem, Shahriar was influenced by the relatively new
post-constitution sagas, as well as various works written by leftist writers
in the mid-twenties about the battle of Stalingrad.
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