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Abstract

The Employment and unemployment issue is one of the disputed topics
among sufists. In the Qur'an, hadiths (the statements of the prophet) and the
prophet's life, occupation is emphasized. According to the tradition of the
prophet of Islam, some mystics have emphasized occupation and others
have suggested leaving it. Since mystics have different opinions about
employment and unemployment in such a way that some prefer occupation
and some prefer abandoning it, this article aims to analyze the employment
and unemployment in mystic texts as much as possible. To answer the
question ‘what is the status of the disciple in the discussion of occupation
and joblessness it? The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the
data are collected through the documentary-library method. The results of
the research indicate that the seeker (disciple) and the mystic, according to
the requirements of their mood and rank, were interested in occupation and
abandoning it, and there is a difference of opinion regarding employment
and unemployment. Mystical books arose from this issue, and getting job
and trust in God is one of the requirements for the states of ecstasy and
fatality.
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1. Introduction

Islam is a moderate religion that calls upon its followers not only to worship
God and refrain from worldly attachments and appearances but also to
engage in work and occupation. In Islamic mysticism and Sufism,
practicing the laws of Sharia and adhering to them are emphasized,
highlighting a close relationship between Sharia and spirituality.

From the viewpoint of spiritual practice, sufism emphasizes asceticism
and detachment from worldly matters. Yet, it also attaches significant
importance to occupation and earning a livelihood. Sufi literature contains
chapters dedicated to the rules and ethics of earning a living, highlighting
the significance of this aspect in sufi teachings.

Unemployment is deemed forbidden in both Islam and Sufism.
Throughout history, deviations and heresies have emerged within various
sects and schools, leading many contemporary and subsequent scholars to
criticize them. In Sufism, the avoidance of unemployment is not an
innovation or due to laziness; rather, practitioners are believed to act in
accordance with their spiritual mood and status. Therefore, mood and status
in the life of a sublimity seeker are of significant influence on the human
society, leading to varied attitudes towards a single issue. Investigating the
reasons for the emphasis of some mystics on abandoning business shows
that, in sufism and mysticism, the laws of Sharia are always taken into
consideration and that Tarigat (seeking sublimity) is not in conflict with
Sharia.

2. Methodology

In this study, a qualitative content analysis method was employed to
identify the main components of seeking occupation or avoiding it.
Purposeful sampling was also done based on the texts in mysticism written
until the end of the seventh century AH, as well as expert opinions in the
fields related to the research topic and objectives. The primary stage of the
research involved the qualitative content analysis of the mystic texts,
following a thematic analysis within the framework of historical research
methods and the use of library tools. Therefore, by referring to the most
frequent topics related to the employment and unemployment issue in



mystical prose texts, the main components of this issue, including mystical
terms and the moods and ranking status of sublimity seekers, were
identified and examined.

3. Results and discussion

Critics of Sufism have tried to emphasize the undue renouncement of
earning a living by certain Sufis. Discussions on occupation and joblessness
in mystical texts can be traced through narrations that focus on the mood
and ranking status of divinity seekers. It has not been explicitly affirmed in
the studied works that abstaining from earning a living is an absolute mystic
principle. In those works, unemployment is not strongly emphasized. On
the contrary, occupation and its connection with the verses of the Qur'an
and the prophet's manners are so prominent that a general positive attitude
towards this matter is clearly depicted. What is more evident in these
narrations is the emphasis on employment and unemployment based on the
needs and circumstances of the seeker and his mood and rank.

4. Conclusion

Due to its profound connection with Shariah, the discourse on employment
has found importance among sufis. Of course, the emphasis on seeking
sublimity or avoiding employment in mystical texts is varied depending on
the circumstances of the seeker's mood and rank. Elders have placed
significant emphasis on the mood and rank when training their pupils. In
the relationship between the sheikh and the disciple and in the teachings
that are of interest to them, the mood and rank are considered as the main
factors. According to these factors of the seeker, the elder or sheikh adopts
different methods for spiritual austerity, which vary from person to person
in the training of disciples. This diverse approach is not indicative of
deviation or heresy in sufism and mysticism. Rather, it reflects the unique
status and authority of each mystic; each seeker in sufism acts or speaks in
accordance with the requirements of his mood and rank. For example, if a
sufi emphasizes employment, it is due to the requirements of his mood and
rank. Similarly, if another sufi pays attention to unemployment and
considers it contrary to trust, he too acts in accordance with the
requirements of his mood and rank, and not due to innovation or laziness.
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Hence, the many controversies among sufist sheikhs and elders arise from
their respective moods and ranks. Regarding asceticism and restrain to
poverty, trust, patience and submission, there are different levels. The more
the tendency for moving from asceticism to submission, the more emphasis
is placed on the abandonment of mammon. Indeed, abandonment is an
attribute for wayfarers and a method adopted by beginners.
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