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Abstract

This study examines and compares the issues of ideology in the lexical,
syntactic, and rhetorical layers of the poems composed by Simin Behbahani
(1927-2014), an Iranian poetess, and Golrokhsar Safiava (b. 1947), a Tajik
poetess. Both, poems are analyzed with regard to the dominant ideology of
their time. In Behbahani's poem, the feminist ideology is more explicit and
Is characterized by modern words, feminine language and new perspective.
Safiava's poem, however, does not express feminine feelings explicitly;
indeed, feminine themes find their way into her poetry but are not
dominant. Her poetry is mostly identified with nationalism. The ideology
of both poets is revealed through all the three layers of language (lexical,
syntactic and rhetorical). The symbols in Behbahani's poetry cover the
feminist discourse, while the symbols in Safiava's poetry are national-
patriotic with the color of war and defense. Ideologies are reflected in the
linguistic layers of both, but Safiava is more explicit in this case. Her
ideology is more distinguished in the lexical layer. In Behbahani's poem,
the ideology is mainly of syntactic and rhetorical significance and gives the
poem artistic individuality. From this point of view, Safiava's is claimed to
have remained Clichéd.
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1. Introduction

The examination of layered stylistics in Persian language started about a
decade ago. The present article reviews the studies in this field and focuses
especially on the book of stylistics by Dr. Mahmoud Fatuhi Roud-Majjani.
This research seeks to show the manifestations of ideology in lexical layers
and compare the syntactic and rhetorical aspects of ideology in Simin
Behbahani and Golrokhsar Safiava's poetry. The main research questions
are ‘which one of these two poetesses has used more ideological views?’
and ‘At what levels of language are their poems ideological?’.

2. Methodology

By examining ideology at three linguistic levels in the poems of the two
poetesses, the present research sheds light on the system governing their
mind and language and explains their ideological expressions at each level.
In the lexical layer, the ideological view of each poetess is shown with the
codes extracted from her diction and the words that have a high frequency
in the text. The syntactic layer is dealt with in terms of different word orders
from the point of view of ideological bias, syntactic elements that carry an
ideological load, verb tenses and aspects, and whatever plays a role in the
collocation of words. In the rhetorical layer, the reflection of rhetoric in the
two literary works is examined to determine which rhetorical aspect has the
greatest contribution. Artistic individuality is also examined according to
the ideological layer of the style, and the obtained results are finally
presented from cultural, political and social viewpoints. With the
knowledge of the ideologies ruling the society, the use of ideology by the
two authors and their commonality and difference are explained.

3. Results and discussion

Simin Behbahani's poetry is associated with the ideology of liberal
feminism, which is worthy considering due to her different worldview,
feminine language, and major focus on women's problems in the society,
such as social injustice, unequal rights of men and women, women’s being
the second-rank gender, contemptuous attitudes towards them, and their
suppression and exclusion in the society. All these problems originate from
gender differences and are serious concerns. They have aroused her



objections and criticisms. Emphasizing the corruption of men and the
chastity of women and expressing her disgust for materialistic and lustful
men who view women as commodities, she insists on the independence,
progress and excellence of women and their effective presence in the
society as well as the acquisition of knowledge and awareness. For women,
it is one of her greatest social ideals. Her poetry is a mirror image of the
society in which women break the tradition and speak about their desires
and demand their rights.

Golrokhsar's poetry is linked with the ideology of nationalism, which
sometimes leans towards the school of socialism. Sometimes, its romantic
basis (with regard to the cultural homeland) is also highlighted. The poetess
adopts a sincere patriotism that leads to crushing anti-colonialism, makes
harsh criticism of the traitors of the country, explains the chaotic conditions
of the country, expresses hope for revival and renewal, and wishes the
strong stimulation of collective spirits within her homeland. In addition, the
cultural homeland has a special place in her poetry; by boasting about
historical achievements and heroes and emphasizing the fictional elements
of the Shahnameh, she claims unity with the Persian language and literature
and insists on reuniting the old lands. The target society of Safiava is tense
due to consecutive wars and foreign raids. With sadness, she injects hope
into the society and wishes not to see the shadow of evil colonial policies
on the culture and society of her land.

4. Conclusion

The ideology of both poetesses is revealed through the layers of their
language. The symbols in Behbahani's poetry involve a feminist discourse,
and those in Safiava's poetry are national and patriotic. The frequency of
feminine words in Behbahani's poetry and mythological and historical
words in Safiava's poetry is very high. In the lexical layer of their poems,
there are signs of supportive and critical positions. Behbahani has a
compassionate and empathetic stance for the women of the society, who
are an important part of her audience. Safiava displays the same stance for
the main audience of her poetry, namely the people of Tajikistan. In
Behbahani's poem, the criticism is directed at the domineering men who
seek to abuse women and oppress them, but, in Safiava's poem, it is directed
at the internal and external enemies who have separated Tajikistan from its
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original body and intend to destroy it. ldeology is more explicit in the
lexical layer of Safiava's poetry.

In the syntactic layer, the two poetesses, especially Safiava, use linguistic
devices less, but both of them have revealed their prophetic mission, which
iIs a kind of obligation for their audience, especially by using certain
structural forms. Thus, both of them explicitly ask the audience to defend
their rights, fight and resist.

In the rhetorical layer, Behbahani's ideology is based on devices such as the
conceptual metaphors of "woman commodification” and "woman
animalization™, symbolism and irony. Through these literary arrays, it is
possible to create an ideological framework within which to discover and
interpret oneself better. The ideology of Safiava is, however, mainly
presented with allusions, all of which are aimed at the principle of
resistance. Her conceptual metaphors are in the direction of anti-
colonialism. Behbahani connects personal emotions and opinions to social
issues in poetry. Free imagination and artistic individuality are the main
features of her poetry, and ideology does not diminish her artistic taste. But,
in Safiava's poetry, imagination, emotion and artistic individuality
sometimes lose their effect when overshadowed by ideology and follow the
stereotypes of belief, expression and literature. Unlike Behbahani, she does
not have a personal style and prefers collective opinions to individual
emotions in poetry.
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Table 2- contrast between marked words in Golkhsar Safi Ava's poems
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