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Abstract

Abu Mu'in Nasser bin Khosrow bin Harith Qabadiani Balkhi is a well-
known poet who lived in the late 4" and early 5™ centuries AH. He
composed his poems in the service of religion. Nasser Khosrow believes
that poetry should only serve religion and religious leaders. For several
reasons, his anthology has not received much attention from commentators,
and a complete explanation of it has not been published so far. A book that
partially explains the poems of Nasser Khosrow is "From Qabadian to
Yamgan™ written by Mohammad Reza Yousefi and Rugieh Ebrahimi of
Shahrabad and published by Al-Mustafa International Translation and
Publishing Center. An important goal of an author to explain a text is to
solve a problem in that text for the readers as far as his or her knowledge
goes. For this reason, different contents should be considered in the
explanation of texts. In this article, we will carefully examine the book
"From Qabadian to Yamgan" to show how successfully the authors have
commented on it and whether they have really solved any problem of
Nasser Khosrow's poetry.
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1. Introduction

Nasser Khosrow is a prominent poet of the early 5" century AH. Parts of
his anthology have already been commented on and published several
times. Due to certain features of his poetry, commentators have not noticed
it like the poems of other Persian poets. Also, no comprehensive
explanation of his anthology has yet been published. The commentaries that
were published under the title of Commentary on Nasser Khosrow's Diwan
with a plan to explain the other parts of his anthology in later volumes
finally stopped at the early volumes and were not continued. One of the
published explanations of parts of Nasser Khosrow's poems is the book
"From Qobadian to Yomgan". The authors are Mohammadreza Y ousefi
and Rogia Ebrahimi Shahrabad, and Al-Mustafa International Translation
and Publishing Center has published it in 455 pages. The book starts with
a biographical introduction to Nasser Khosrow and then proceeds with
some materials about his journey, and linguistic features. This is followed
by a comment on 30 odes. In the next part of the book, the text of Nasser
Khosrow's travelogue is brought up, followed by the description of the
words used in the travelogue. The book ends with the sections "Index of
Verses”, "Index of Narratives" and a list of references. Since the authors
have not mentioned anything about the travelogue and only included its text
in their book, this article is dedicated to the review and criticism of the first
part of the book as well as the explanation of the poems. We will show
many of the problems of the book and discuss them.

2. Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical. Through this method, the
text of the book was carefully studied, certain odes were commented on,
the intended materials were selected, and scientific information was
provided about them. The book was thus criticized and then evaluated by
carefully applying the principles of impartiality.

3. Results and discussion

In this article, some of Nasser Khosrow's odes were carefully examined.
There were many errors to emerge in the process of explanation. The works
of others were used with just a few references given. Many poems are not



explained correctly in the book, and there are false references. The authors
of the book have ignored some important points of Nasser Khosrow's
poetry. The introduction of the book is not useful. Almost no new points
have been added to the description of Nasser Khosrow's poetry. Some
sections of the book also seem unnecessary.

4. Conclusion

By carefully examining the book line by line, the introduction of the book
can be judged to have almost nothing new; most of it quotes from the books
that were published years ago, and the other parts give no references. In the
case of poem explanation, the conditions are no better than in the
introduction. Almost all the poems were explained before the publication
of the book, the explanation of the verses is too short and not useful. Many
aspects of Nasser Khosrow's poetry have been ignored, the Quranic
references are not accurate and correct, and many errors have made their
way into the explanation of the verses. In the comments on the poems, other
interpretations have been used in many cases with no references to them.
There is no new point about the explained poems. The authors also have an
old way of selection, which is to remove the problematic parts of the poems
and ignore explaining those parts. Rather than an explanation of Nasser
Khosrow's poems, it is a dictionary of the words and terms used in the
anthology. Considering all the mentioned cases, unfortunately, this book
lacks a scientific value, and it is necessary that the authors completely
rewrite it if it is to be published again.
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